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Panel discussion of ePortfolio systems for graduate and undergraduate students, examining changes implemented and challenges, barriers, and recommendations related to modifying requirements and processes.
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NETS Summary

This session will address ways in which (1) candidates and inservice teachers use ePortfolios to demonstrate that they meet the NETS-T standards and (2) advanced graduate students use ePortfolios to demonstrate that they meet the NETS Facilitation and Leadership standards.

Proposal Summary

Overview & Objectives (75-150 words)

Electronic portfolios have become a part of many programs in colleges of education.  The requirements for portfolios are carefully planned by faculty, often based upon national or state standards,  before they are introduced.  There have been many articles written about the variety of ways faculty and students define portfolios, collect artifacts, read and write reflections, and use the finished portfolios.  However, little has been written about the dynamic nature of portfolio requirements and opportunities related to evolving technologies for creating ePortfolios.  During this session, a panel of faculty members from seven universities will discuss changes in portfolio contents, format, and processes since the inception of the portfolio requirement in their preservice and advanced programs.  Further, they will suggest stages of ePortfolio evolution and share recommended strategies for successfully adapting to continual changes in portfolio requirements, processes, and technology tools.
Outline (75-150 words)

The outline below includes major topics to be addressed and sample subpoints.

I.  Rationale for ePortfolios

--Assessment and communication

--Portfolios as part of curriculum & instruction

--Portfolios to promote student learning

--Developmental portfolios

II.  Establishing an Initial ePortfolio System

--Organizational needs

--Curriculum needs

--Student needs

III.  Changes We (Panel Members) Have Implemented in Our Portfolio Systems

--Requiring student contributions during every course

--Required, benchmark assignments

--Increased emphasis on reflective practice, including thinking critically about teaching practices

--Move to philosophical reflection as opposed to required set of standards as a basis for reflection

--Established a portfolio continuum, preservice through induction and re-licensure

--Increased student-to-student feedback

--Increased demonstration of technology knowledge/skills in portfolio artifacts

--Increased faculty confidence in student skills for developing an ePortfolio

--Portfolio focus on two significant teaching events 

--Technology for creating and hosting portfolios (e.g., vendor, open source, DVD) 

IV.  Reasons for Changes in Portfolio System

--Changes in state and national standards

--Changes in NCATE accreditation

--Evolving technologies (web technologies, CD/DVD, multimedia authoring software)

--Guidance from research studies and other literature

V. Assessing Internal and External Environments as the Basis for Change

VI.  Planning for Review/Revisions to the Portfolio System

--ePortfolio committees

--Formative assessment

VII.  Challenges & Barriers to Modifying the Portfolio Process

--Teaching students about an evolving portfolio process

--Access to and skills for needed hardware, software, web design tools

--Program portfolios vs. professional portfolios

--Requirements vs. student decision-making & creativity

--Evaluating ePortfolios (rubrics, scoring guides) by internal & external reviewers

--Uniformity in course assignments, even though taught by different instructors

--Disinterest of PK-12 administrators in viewing ePortfolios 

--Privacy issues

--Personnel to head/maintain the ePortfolio system

--Time and financial constraints

VIII.  Recommendations

--Multiple portfolios tied together in a structured web document

--Online database to manage artifacts, with additional tools to facilitate communication and data aggregation

--Flexibility

Supporting Research (75-150 words) 

There are many articles about the variety of ways faculty and students collect artifacts, read and write reflections, and use the finished portfolios (see, for example, Barrett, 2000). The ability to reflect on practice is identified as a characteristic of a high-quality teacher in a variety of publications. Just as P-12 schools are being asked to demonstrate student outcomes (NCLB, 2002), so are teacher preparation programs. Organizational structures and processes are needed to design systems that can use all this data, convert it to information, and provide formative feedback (Thorn, 2001; Polanyi, 1997; Nonaka, 1991).  Literature on ePortfolio systems is just emerging.  Jafari (2004) discusses the "challenges in order to turn the ePortfolio concept into a working system (p. 38) along with steps to to develop the system:  conceptual design (functional and technical requirements), software design (human and computer aspects), and implementation plan (business plan, daily operation, and software upgrades).  

Presenter Background & Qualifications

Presenters are teacher educators who have been involved in designing and implementing portfolio systems for graduate and undergraduate students.  Panel members have published articles and made presentations related to this and other topics in educational technology (e.g., handheld computing, online instruction, student-to-student feedback, building learning communities) at prior NECC conferences, SITE, AACTE, ED-MEDIA, and AERA.  Several of the panel members were or are directors of PT3 projects at their colleges.  
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Referenced Web Links (if any)

Dr. Helen Barrett’s Information About Electronic Portfolio Development


 HYPERLINK "http://electronicportfolios.org" 

http://electronicportfolios.org


Equipment Information

We can provide our own laptop computer for our presentation.
